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Good morning! The second regular session of the 83rd West Virginia Legislature concluded at midnight on Saturday, 

March 10. A brief, one-day interim session was held last Monday, with meetings by the Post Audits Subcommittee, the 

Commission on Special Investigations, and the Joint Committee on Government and Finance. The meetings did not 

produce any news of significance related to health care, other than a promise by House Speaker Tim Armstead, the 

committee co-chair, to compile and publish a list of study topics and their assigned interim committees, once he reaches 

agreement with Senate President Mitch Carmichael. No formal list has seen posted on the legislative website since 2015.   
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Health Care Spending in SFY 2019 State Budget 
Gov. Jim Justice signed the $4.225 billion Budget Bill (SB 152) for State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2019 on March 15; it covers 

the period of July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019, and was made effective from passage.  
 

Health spending in the SFY 2019 budget bill 
 

Teaching Hospitals 

The budget continues current year funding of $6,356,000 for Tertiary Safety-Net Services at the major teaching hospitals, 

including Charleston Area Medical Center, Cabell Huntington Hospital, St. Mary’s Medical Center, and West Virginia 

University Hospitals. This is the same amount as the current and past budgets.  
 

Rural Hospitals & EMS 

The Rural Hospitals under 150 beds line-item in the budget includes $2,596,000, which is the same as the current SFY 

budget allocation. The budget includes $1,835,429 Statewide EMS Program Support; and maintains $2,004,450 for the 

State Trauma and Emergency Care System. 
 

Substance Abuse 

The budget maintains the current level funding of $5 million for "Substance Abuse Continuum of Care," and provides 

$13,588,654 for the Ryan Brown Addiction Prevention and Recovery Fund. The budget also maintains $11,592,430 to the 

Division of Health for substance abuse prevention and treatment.  
 

Medicaid I/DD & Senior In-Home Waiver Programs 

There is an appropriation of $88,753,483 in the I/DD Waiver Program, which is the same as current year funding. The 

new budget maintains $13,593,620 for the Title XIX waiver program for seniors. 
 

Health Programs  
Budget funding for health programs and services is allotted as follows: $97,125 for the Diabetes Education and Prevention 

Program; $200,682 for the Cancer Registry; $335,423 for Vaccines for Children; $47,712 for the Maternal Mortality 

Review Program; $6,618,003 for the Chief Medical Examiner’s Office; $2,050,000 for indigent burials; $400,000 for the 

Breast and Cervical Cancer Diagnostic Treatment Fund; $800,000 for the Traumatic Brain Injury Waiver; $102,897 for 

the James “Tiger” Morton Catastrophic Illness Fund; $125,000 for Sexual Assault Intervention and Prevention; $712,942 

for the WVU-Charleston Poison Control Hotline; $2,750,000 for Health Right free clinics; $372,336 for Tuberculosis 

Control; $170,885 for Black Lung Clinics; $38,621 for the Women, Infants & Children program; $100,000 for the 

Healing Place of Huntington; $219,910 for the Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing; $2,555,698 for the Medical 

Cannabis Program Fund; $100,000 for the WV Cancer Coalition; $50,000 for the WV AIDS Coalition; $100,000 for 

Adolescent Immunization Education; and $50,000 for the Hospitality House of Huntington.  
 

Funding for the CARDIAC Project, the Osteoporosis and Arthritis Prevention Program, the Tobacco Education Program 

and the Center for End-of-Life Care was discontinued. The Center for End-of-Life Care ceased operations March 28.   
 

Medical Schools  
 West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine will receive $6,683,018. 

 Marshall University Medical School will receive $11,774,743 plus $226,009 for the Forensic Lab and 

$153,075 for the Center for Rural Health.  

 West Virginia University School of Health Sciences for the WVU Medical School will receive $16,778,145.  

 The WVU Medical School - Charleston Division will receive $2,218,598; and the Eastern Panhandle Division 

will receive $2,157,359 for next fiscal year.  

 The Medical Schools Rural Health Outreach Programs, including rural health activities and programs, rural 

residency development and education, and rural outreach activities, will be dispersed among the three medical 

schools as follows: WVU $162,520; MU $156,022; SOM $163,299. There is also a separate appropriation of 

$391,968 for the SOM Rural Health Initiative - Medical Schools Support.  
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Governor Vetoes Prior Auth Bill, Several Others  
Gov. Jim Justice vetoed several health-related bills on March 28, including legislation that would have altered the prior 

authorization process that practitioners follow in securing insurance coverage for their patients. The veto drew the 

immediate ire of the West Virginia State Medical Association, as well as individual practitioners and lawmakers. 
 

In his veto message, Justice said he nixed SB 442, “because it voids current contracts governing prior authorization 

response times (and) would be ruled unconstitutional.” He said the bill would violate the contracts clauses of both the U.S. 

Constitution and the WV Constitution. He added, “Both the Supreme Court of Appeals of WV and the United States 

Supreme Court have held state laws unconstitutional where a state statute ‘impairs the obligation of an existing contract.’  
 

“If this provision would become law, insurance companies with current contracts that govern response times for prior 

authorization would have no alternative but to unilaterally alter these contracts based on the requirements of this bill. This 

legislative interference with current contracts would be unconstitutional.” 
 

The WVSMA pointed out that the bill passed each house unanimously. In its final form, SB 442 would have required the 

Public Employees Insurance Agency, managed care organizations and commercial insurers to develop prior authorization 

forms by Oct. 1, to be placed in easily identifiable and accessible places on their websites. The forms would include 

instructions for submitting clinical documentation and provide an electronic notification confirming receipt of the prior 

authorization request. Websites also would include information, “that clearly identifies specific services, drugs or devices” 

requiring prior authorization.  
 

Insurers would have to accept electronic prior authorization requests and respond to those requests electronically 

beginning on July 1, 2019.  They would respond to electronic requests within 48 hours for urgent care services, or seven 

days for non-urgent care. If the submission was deemed incomplete, the practitioner would have 72 hours to provide 

additional information.  
 

According to a fiscal note provided by the state Department of Health and Human Resources, the state’s four Medicaid 

managed care organizations estimated the fiscal impact of the bill at $500,000 each, which would have been factored into 

the fiscal 2020 rate setting process. PEIA’s third-party administrator estimated a $200,000 annual cost for software 

application adjustments.  
 

Gov. Justice also vetoed: 

 SB 313, which would have waived occupational licensing fees for certain low-income individuals, military families 

and young workers. The bill would have primarily impacted Chapter 30 boards. Justice noted, “Although the 

intentions of this bill were noble, the implementation of the exemptions are overly broad.” He added, “In addition, the 

fees that would be waived by this bill make up a substantial component of their annual budget, which is used for the 

oversight, investigation and discipline of the license holders. If a board’s budget is reduced by the waiving of these 

licensing fees, it will damage the public safety efforts that the board is charged with instituting.”  

 SB 392, reconfiguring membership of the Emergency Medical Services Advisory Council. Justice said the bill bore a 

defective title, but also would have stripped away the voting rights of three council members representing the public. 

 HB 4199, which would have allowed trained medication assistive personnel, instead of registered nurses, to dispense 

medication to nursing home residents. Justice observed, “Lessening the professional standards for those caring for 

nursing home residents would inevitable result in diminished care.” 

 HB 4392, regarding Medicaid subrogation liens of DHHR. Justice said the bill “inadvertently creates an incorrect 

burden of proof that the allocation agreed to by the parties was proper.”  
 

The Governor also vetoed SB 434, which would have shielded some documents from discovery in certain legal 

proceedings. (HCH had not previously tracked this bill.) Justice wrote that the documents not subject to disclosure would 

have included those, “regarding the hiring, discipline, terminating, credentialing, issuing and renewing of staff privileges, 

as well as alleged misconduct of a health care provider. It further mandates nondisclosure for performance improvement, 

review, recommendation and audit documents regarding the performance of health care professionals. To shield such 

documents from disclosure does not allow patients harmed in the course of their treatment to fully seek redress of their 

damages and be made whole. It puts patients at a disadvantage as they pursue their claims. The bill is bad public policy 

for West Virginia because it does not promote patient rights and public safety.”  
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West Virginia Legislature 

Health Care Bill Status as of 3/22/18 

To find a particular bill, look below for the bill number under a general health category.  A description of the bill is provided along 

with the bill's lead sponsor, additional information about the bill, committee references and other legislative action. Please note 

that bill numbers are web links to the bill text.   

 

APPROPRIATIONS & BUDGET 

SB 152 Carmichael+ Budget Bill SFY 2019 Bill proposed by the Governor. Of note: More than 20% of all state expenditures are 

 allocated for Health and Human Resources Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/15, effective from 

 passage.  

 

SB 379 Carmichael+ Supplemental appropriation of $9.9 million from Excess Lottery Revenue Fund to DHHR Governor’s bill. 

 Completed legislative action, approved by Governor 2/27, effective from passage.   

 

SB 382 Carmichael+ Supplemental appropriation of $4.3 million from Lottery Net Profits to Bureau of Senior Services, Lottery 

 Senior Citizens Fund Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 2/27, effective from passage. 

 

SB 384 Carmichael+ Adjusting appropriations from State Fund, General Revenue to DHHR Governor’s bill. Completed 

 legislative action, approved by the Governor 2/27, effective from passage. 

 

SB 385 Carmichael+ Adjusting appropriations out of Treasury to DHHR and MAPS Governor’s bill transfers $23 from DHHR 

 Medical Services.  Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/15, effective from passage.  

 

SB 388 Carmichael+ Adjusting appropriations from Treasury to DHHR and DOA Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action, 

 approved by the Governor 2/27, effective from passage.  

 

SB 633 Blair+ Supplemental appropriation of $1,620,000 from State Fund, General Revenue This bill provides $1,120,000 to the 

 Behavioral Health Program and $500,000 to the Office of Drug Control Policy. Completed legislative action, approved by 

 the Governor 3/15, effective from passage.  

 

SB 634 Blair+ Supplemental appropriation from State Fund, General Revenue This bill moves $10 million from Medical Services 

 to the Office of Drug Control Policy. Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/15, effective from passage. 

 

HB 4376 Armstead+ Supplemental appropriation from DHHR Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action, approved by the 

 Governor 3/15, with deletions and reductions related to the Medical Cannabis Fund, effective from passage.     

 

HB 4385 Armstead+ Supplemental appropriation of federal funds from Treasury to DHHR Division of Human Services 

 Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/9, effective from passage.  

 

HB 4386 Armstead+ Supplemental appropriation of federal funds from Treasury to DHHR Division of Health for Community 

 Mental Health Services Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/2, effective from passage.  

 

BOARD LICENSURE AND REGULATION 

SB 411 Takubo+ Removes BPH commissioner from Board of Sanitarians Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 

 3/21, effective 90 days from passage (June 6). 

 

SB 499 Maroney+ Reduces postgraduate training for foreign medical graduates from 3 years to 2 Completed legislative action, 

 approved by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 5). . 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=152&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=379&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=382&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=384&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=385&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=388&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=633&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=634&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4376&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4385&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4386&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=411&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=499&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
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SB 522 Maynard Modifies Administrative Procedures Act regarding rules Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 

 3/20, effective 90 days from passage (June 4).  

 

HB 4023 Summers+ Updates regulation of dialysis technicians Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, 

 effective 90 days from passage (June 4).  

 

HB 4025 Ellington+ Permits reciprocity in Board of Pharmacy licensure of pharmacy technicians Completed legislative action, 

 approved by the Governor 3/20, effective 90 days from passage (June 4).  

 

HB 4027 Ellington+ Creates education permit for allopathic physician residents Completed legislative action, approved by the 

 Governor 3/22, effective 90 days from passage (June 4).  

 

HB 4175 Sobonya+ Eliminates requirement that APRNs participate in a collaborative relationship to obtain payment 

 Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (May 31).  

 

HB 4473 Sobonya+ Distinguishes advertising vs. educational materials for government officials, offices Completed legislative 

 action, approved by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 5).  

 

HOSPITALS 

SB 441 Takubo+ Extends directed payment program tax on eligible acute care hospitals for 3 years Completed legislative action, 

 approved by the Governor 3/27, effective July 1.   

 

SB 510 Maynard+ Designates thrombectomy-capable stroke centers Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, 

 effective 90 days from passage (June 5).  

 

INSURANCE & HEALTH COVERAGE 

SB 242 Trump+ Requires health insurers to cover long-term antibiotic therapy for Lyme Disease patients Completed legislative 

 action, approved by the Governor 3/20, effective 90 days from passage (June 6).  

 

SB 299 Boley+ Mandates insurance coverage, up to age 20, for amino acid-based formula This bill originated in Finance 

 Committee. Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 6).  

 

SB 401 Weld+ Requires insurers to cover inpatient, outpatient treatment for substance use disorders Completed legislative 

 action, approved by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 8).   

 

SB 406 Ferns+ Clarifies that ground EMS transport qualifies for Medicare and Medicaid payment Completed legislative action, 

 approved by the Governor 3/27, effective from passage.  

 

HB 4400 Westfall+ Allows WV Physicians Mutual Insurance Co. to write policies outside WV Completed legislative action, 

 approved by the Governor 3/20, effective 90 days from passage (June 5).   

 

MEDICAL LIABILITY 

SB 576 Gaunch+ Extends Patient Injury Compensation Fund, reduces fee on liability actions Completed legislative action, 

 approved by the Governor 3/22, effective 90 days from passage (June 6).   

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SB 36 Woelfel+ Allows law enforcement to obtain DNA samples from arrestees Completed legislative action., approved by the 

 Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 5).    

 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=522&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4023&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4025&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4027&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4175&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4473&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=441&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=510&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=242&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=299&year=2018&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=401&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=406&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4400&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=576&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=36&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
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SB 575 Takubo+ Provides 24 additional beds in intermediate care facilities Completed legislative action, approved by the 

 Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 6).   

 

HB 3104 Arvon+ Transfers WV Traumatic Brain & Spinal Cord Injury Rehab Fund to DHHR Completed legislative action, 

 approved by the Governor 3/22, effective 90 days from passage (May 31). 

 

HB 4001 Fast+ Establishes eligibility guidelines for SNAP, TANF Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, 

 effective 90 days from passage (June 8).    

 

HB 4332 Rohrbach+ Permits sale or distribution of dialysate, drugs or devices for home peritoneal renal dialysis for patients 

 with end-stage renal disease Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage 

 (June 1).   

 

HB 4509 Pushkin+ Requires peer-based services for substance abuse treatment facilities Completed legislative action, approved 

 by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 5).    

 

NURSING HOMES, LONG-TERM CARE & SENIORS 

SB 408 Takubo+ Streamlines survey reports and plans of correction for nursing homes and assisted living facilities Completed 

legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 8).   

 

HB 4035 Summers+ Creates legislative coalition on palliative care Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/22, 

 effective 90 days from passage (June 7). 

 

HB 4279 Rowan+ Prevents financial exploitation of nursing home residents Completed legislative action, approved by the 

 Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 4). 
  

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS & DRUG USE/ABUSE/DIVERSION 

SB 46 Cline+ Allows pharmacists to inform customers of lower-cost drugs Completed legislative action, approved by the 

 Governor 3/21, effective 90 days from passage (June 8). 

 

SB 272 Carmichael+ Requires ERs, law enforcement and providers to report overdoses to the Office of Drug Control Policy 

 Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 5).  

 

SB 273 Carmichael+ The Opioid Reduction Act Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, 

 effective 90 days from passage (June 7). 

 

SB 469 Weld+ Converts the Addiction Treatment Pilot Program to a permanent program Completed legislative action, approved 

 by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 8). 

 

HB 4336 Ellington+ Updates the schedule of controlled substances Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, 

 effective 90 days from passage (June 1). 

 

HB 4524 Ellington+ Establishes guidelines for substitution of biological pharmaceuticals Completed legislative action, approved 

 by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 8). 

  

PROFESSIONALS: HEALTH & MEDICAL 

SB 456 Gaunch+ Establishes a physical therapy licensure compact Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, 

 effective 90 days from passage (June 5). 

 

HB 2916 Pethtel+ Authorizes first responders to carry firearms Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, 

 effective 90 days from passage (June 8). 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=575&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=3104&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4001&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4332&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4509&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=408&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4035&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4279&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=46&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=272&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=SB273%20INTR.htm&yr=2018&sesstype=RS&i=273
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=469&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4336&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4524&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=456&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=2916&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
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HB 4156 Summers+ Establishes qualifications for nursing school faculty Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 

 3/27, effective from passage.  

 

HB 4178 Summers+ Allows portions of certified nurse aide training via distance learning Completed legislative action, approved 

 by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 4). 

 

HB 4217 Ellington+ Allows attending physician and hospitals to obtain a patient’s autopsy report Completed legislative action, 

 approved by the Governor 3/21, effective 90 days from passage (June 8). 

  

RESOLUTIONS FOR LEGISLATIVE INTERIM STUDY 
The following resolutions may be considered by the Joint Committee on Government and Finance or other committees  

for assignment to various legislative interim study committees: 
SCR 20 –   Medicaid reimbursement rates for ground and air ambulance services 

SCR 24 –   Efficiency of organizations within DHHR  

HCR 56 –   PEIA and alternative methods to control health care costs  

HCR 84 –   Medicaid reimbursement rates for ground and air ambulance services 

HCR 101 – Governor’s Task Force on PEIA Stability review means and method of including medical facilities 

HCR 104 – State-based occupational pneumoconiosis, or Black Lung, compensation program 

HCR 106 – Licensure, certification and registration forms of occupational and professional regulation   

HCR 107 – Feasibility of a single building to house all occupational and professional regulatory boards 

HCR 109 – Legislative rules as outcomes-driven rather than process-driven 

HCR 111 – Issues, needs and challenges facing senior citizens in West Virginia 

HCR 113 – Health outcomes of high-sugar diets, and health and economic benefits of a sugar drink tax 

HCR 118 – Fiscal effects of discretionary use of video link between physicians and patients during telemedicine calls regarding 

      non-emergent acute illnesses 
 

RULE MAKING & LEGISLATIVE REVIEW 

State agencies, boards and commissions are often given statutory authority to promulgate rules. These are known as “legislative 

review” during the interim period by the Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee, and if approved, then are introduced for 

legislative consideration in individual rules bills. The rules bills are then assigned to various committees, eventually ending up in the 

Judiciary Committees of the Senate and House of Delegates. There, they are bundled into categories of rules bills.   

SENATE RULES BILLS 

SB 165 Rules Bundle. Authorizes DHHR to promulgate legislative rules. Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 

2/27, effective from passage. This rules bundle includes a rule regarding hospital licensure, as well as rules previously contained in 

the following bills: DHHR SB 168 Emergency Medical Services, SB 170 Substance Use Disorder treatment facilities, SB 171 

Collection and exchange of data related to overdoses, and SB 179 Drug screening for applicants for cash assistance; and HEALTH 

CARE AUTHORITY SB 172 Financial disclosure.  
 

HOUSE RULES BILLS 

HB 4079 Rules Bundle. Promulgates administrative rules by various executive or administrative agencies. Completed legislative 

action, approved by the Governor 3/20, effective from passage. This rules bundle now includes the following bills: BOARD OF 

DIETICIANS HB 4072 Licensure and renewal requirements; BOARD OF MEDICINE HB 4069 PA licensure, discipline, CME and 

HB 4070 CME for MDs and DPMs; BOARD OF OPTOMETRY HB 4050 Authorizes promulgation of rules; BOARD OF 

OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE HB 4068 PA licensure, discipline and CME; BOARD OF PHARMACY HB 4067 Licensure and 

practice of pharmacy, HB 4066 Pharmacist recovery networks, HB 4065 Immunizations administered by pharmacists and pharmacy 

interns, HB 4064 Centralized prescriptions processing, HB 4063 Uniform Controlled Substances Act, HB 4062 Registration of 

pharmacy technicians, and HB 4061 Controlled Substances Monitoring Program; and BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGISTS HB 4049 

Fees, HB 4048 Licensure of psychologists, and BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGISTS HB 4047 Code of conduct; NURSING BOARD 

HB 4232 Nursing programs, faculty, curriculum.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4156&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4178&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4217&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=20&billtype=cr&houseorig=s&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=24&billtype=cr&houseorig=s&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=56&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=84&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=101&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=104&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=106&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=107&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=109&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=111&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=113&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=118&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=165&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=168&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=170&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=171&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=179&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=172&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4079&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4072&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4069&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4070&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4050&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4068&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4067&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4066&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4065&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4064&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4063&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4062&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4061&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4049&year=2018&sessiontype=RShttp://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=208&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4048&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4047&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=4232&year=2018&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
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TAXES, FEES & LOANS 

HB 4347 Moore+ Allows voluntary contribution from state tax refund or DMV fees to State Police Forensic Laboratory Fund 

 Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/27, effective 90 days from passage (June 1). 

 

Brumage Steps Down as Director of Office of Drug Control Policy 
Dr. Michael Brumage resigned as director of the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources’ Office of 

Drug Control Policy, effective March 23.  He had been appointed to the position about six weeks earlier, on Feb. 5, by 

Gov. Jim Justice.   
 

“I deeply appreciate the opportunity to have served the state in this capacity,” Brumage said. “I am committed to the 

health and well-being of all West Virginians and can do so best through my work with the West Virginia University 

School of Public Health, away from the distractions of recent events.”  
 

Susie Mullens, program manager of DHHR’s Office of Drug Control Policy, assumed the role of interim director. 
 

DHHR Cabinet Secretary Bill J. Crouch said he was grateful to Brumage for his service. “We have much work to do in 

this fight against substance use and plan to forge ahead with this mission.” 

 

Senate Confirms Health Care Appointees 
The state Senate, in one of its final acts of the regular session on March 10, confirmed a series of health-related 

appointments by Gov. Jim Justice. They include: 

 

West Virginia Board of Osteopathic Medicine 

 Michael A. Muscari, D.O., Pineville, for the term ending June 30, 2022; 

 Tiffany Kitts Thymius, Daniels, for the term ending June 30, 2022. 

 

West Virginia Health Care Authority 

 William Tanzey II, Charleston, for the term ending June 30, 2023; 

 Sandy Dunn, Point Pleasant, for the term ending June 30, 2023. 

 

Vatican Approves Acquisition of St. Mary's Medical Center  
The Pallottine Missionary Sisters announced last month that they have received approval from the Vatican for St. Mary's 

Medical Center's acquisition by Cabell Huntington Hospital, Inc. Vatican approval is required to adhere to the 

requirements of church law and permits the transaction to proceed. 
 

“The Vatican approved the transaction with the understanding that the values and mission established by the Pallottine 

Sisters will continue at St. Mary's Medical Center after the transaction is complete,” said Sister Mary Grace Barile, the 

provincial of the Pallottine Missionary Sisters. “The Sisters are pleased to transfer sponsorship to Cabell Huntington 

Hospital through an agreement that will allow St. Mary's to remain a Catholic-affiliated health care facility and maintain 

its name.” 
 

Cabell Huntington Hospital signed an agreement with Pallottine Health Services, Inc., to acquire St. Mary's Medical 

Center in November 2014. Officials anticipate closing the purchase by the end of this month.  
 

Dr. Kevin Yingling, chairman of Cabell Huntington’s Board of Directors, said “We look forward to working with our 

community supporters in unifying the two hospitals into a single system that will improve health care for generations to 

come.” Added Kevin N. Fowler, CHH President and CEO, “After nearly four years, we are able to move forward with the 

final steps to complete the acquisition process.” 

 
 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4347&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
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In Other Health Care Highlights …  
… Sharon Lewis Malcolm has been appointed by Gov. Jim Justice to the House of Delegates representing District 39, 

filling the vacancy created by the resignation of Delegate Ron Walters. Malcolm, of Mink Shoals, a resident of 

Charleston, is a retired auditor for the state of West Virginia. She formerly served as the first female Doorkeeper for the 

House of Delegates and the first female Sergeant at Arms for the state Senate. …  
 

… Speaking of the Governor, he issued a statement last week saying he was “deeply saddened” by Mylan 

Pharmaceuticals’ layoff of 400 employees. “We are immediately going to marshal all of the state’s resources into that area 

to provide any assistance we can for those affected employees,” Justice said. “At the same time we’re also respectful that 

Mylan has been one of the largest employers in the state, and we hope they will remain one of our top employers. I am 

happy to hear they’re keeping their research and development operations here and we hope they will see the goodness and 

opportunities that West Virginia presents and that in the future they will be able to build on that and add to their 

workforce in our state again. Mylan’s employees are great workers and represent the heart and soul of West Virginia and 

we want to reach out and try to present to them opportunities that will incentivize them to stay, live, work and grow their 

families in our state. Former Delegate Patrick Lane was a tad less charitable, tweeting: “Bought Epipen; raise price from 

$100 to $600; force Epi into schools; CEO salary from $2 million to $20 million; become subject of congressional 

investigations; overbill government $1.2 billion that has to be paid back.” Lane’s brother was among those let go. …  
 

… West Virginia was among 13 states and the District of Columbia cited in a National Safety Council report this month 

as having implemented comprehensive, proven actions to eliminate opioid overdoses and help protect their citizens. The 

report, Prescription Nation, assigned its highest mark of “improving” to Arizona, Connecticut, Delaware, Washington, 

D.C., Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Rhode Island, Virginia and West 

Virginia. The NSC identified six key actions that could have immediate and sustained impact in addressing the opioid 

epidemic: mandating prescriber education; implementing opioid prescribing guidelines; integrating prescription drug 

monitoring programs into clinical settings; improving data collection and sharing; treating opioid overdose; and, 

increasing availability of opioid use disorder treatment. …  
 

… Kudos, again, to Delegate Gary Howell for serving as lead sponsor and champion of HB 4150, which amends the 

state’s Consumer Credit and Protection Act to prohibit telemarketers from transmitting misleading or inaccurate caller ID 

information to disguise the actual number from which a call is originating. (Editor’s note: my interest here has to do with 

mental health, perhaps my own.) “People have the right to be free of annoying, harassing or unwanted phone calls,” 

Howell declared in a news release. Under the bill, complaints can be made to the Consumer Protection Division of the 

state Attorney General’s Office. If a telemarketer breaks the law, the consumer has a cause of action and can recover 

damages as well as a civil penalty of $100 to $3,000 for each offense. Gov. Jim Justice signed the bill into law on March 

27, with an effective date of June 8. …  
 

… Delegate Barbara Fleischauer is among those applauding a change in state Medicaid policy to provide treatment to 

Medicaid beneficiaries who are diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. Medicaid will cover treatment for autism using 

applied behavioral analysis (ABA), opening up access to more than 3,000 low-income children in the state. “We are 

thrilled that parents of autistic children who are covered by Medicaid will soon be able to obtain the same quality autism 

therapy as kids on CHIP, PEIA and most private insurances,” said Fleischauer, who serves as a Board member of the 

Mountaineer Autism Project (MAP). MAP held a conference on Friday in Bridgeport, where parents learned more about 

how ABA therapy can help their children and how they can get assistance with insurance. “ABA is considered by experts 

to be the gold standard of treatment that can make dramatic changes that permanently alter the trajectory of children's 

lives,” explained Jill McLaury, state MAP secretary and director of Bright Futures Learning Services. “Getting Medicaid 

coverage is a huge positive step - but we still need more providers.” …  

 

Our Next Issue 
The next issue of Health Care Highlights will be published on May 28, following the next round of interim committee 

meetings, May 20-22.   
 

We are glad to have you in our subscriber network! Subscription information is available by calling (304) 590-3778 

or by email to awessels@sterlingwv.com. Please respect the publication’s privacy rights as other use of the 

newsletter’s material is protected by copyright and requires written permission from the editor.  

mailto:awessels@sterlingwv.com

