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Good morning! The second regular session of the 83rd West Virginia Legislature concluded at midnight Saturday. This 

week, we provide a list of key health care-related enactments during the 60-day session. The House introduced 1,143 bills 

this session, and the Senate introduced 635 bills. Of the 1,778 total bills introduced, we have tracked 338 health care-

related bills (19%). Of those, 57 bills have passed. Several already have been signed into law by Gov. Jim Justice. Now 

that the regular session has ended, the Governor has 15 days following receipt of a bill to veto, sign or allow it to become 

law without his signature. We also include a list of House or Senate concurrent resolutions suggesting interim study topics 

to the Joint Committee on Government and Finance or the Governor’s Task Force on PEIA Stability.   
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Opioid Reduction Act Amendments Fail, Bill Passes 
The House of Delegates rejected a series of amendments proposed on the House floor last week before passing the Opioid 

Reduction Act (SB 273), including proposals to institute an Opioid Crisis Recovery Fine levied against drug 

manufacturers, and an excise tax on Schedule II drugs to fight drug abuse and fund state employee contributions to PEIA. 
 

The excise tax of 10 cents on each pill purchased by or for a licensed pharmacy in West Virginia sought to provide 

funding for the Ryan Brown Addiction Prevention and Recovery Fund as well as for PEIA premiums. Another proposal 

called for creation of a Public Schools Student Supply Account to reimburse public school teachers, nurses and counselors 

who spend their own money to provide school supplies in their classrooms.  
 

Those amendments ultimately were rejected on the House floor. Legislative action has been completed on the bill, which 

will next go to Gov. Jim Justice for approval.  
 

According to the second engrossment of SB 273 posted on the legislative website, the bill restores language approved in 

the Senate which states that, “a health care practitioner shall consider (emphasis added) prescribing any of the following 

treatment alternatives, based on the practitioner’s clinical judgment and the availability of the treatment, before starting a 

patient on an opioid: physical therapy, acupuncture, massage therapy, osteopathic manipulation, chronic pain management 

program, and chiropractic care.”  
 

A House Judiciary Committee amendment on March 2 had changed “shall consider” to “shall refer or prescribe,” similar 

to language adopted in the Senate Judiciary Committee at the request of Sen. Ryan Ferns, the Senate majority leader and a 

physical therapist by profession. 
 

The centerpiece of SB 273 is a provision placing limits on initial prescribing of opioid medications.  
 

Private insurers, Medicaid and PEIA must provide coverage for at least 20 visits of the alternative therapies when ordered 

by a practitioner. In addition, “A patient may seek treatment for physical therapy, occupational therapy, osteopathic 

manipulation, a chronic pain management program, and chiropractic services … prior to seeking treatment from a 

practitioner and a practitioner referral is not required as a condition of coverage,” the bill states.  
 

The medical community continues to be concerned about a separate provision which mandates that, “A practitioner is 

required to conduct and document the results of a physical examination every 90 days for any patient for whom he or 

she continues to treat with any Schedule II controlled substance .”  

 

Medical Cannabis Program’s Future 
Saturday’s failure by the House of Delegates to take up HB 4345 in the waning hours of the regular session has left many 

Statehouse observers wondering, “What’s next?” The bill is now considered dead, with no changes to the 2017 Medical 

Cannabis Act made this year.  
 

The 13-member Medical Cannabis Advisory Board, chaired by Dr. Rahul Gupta, on Feb. 20 sent a series of 

recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature. The recommendations clarified the requirements and 

responsibilities for physicians who issue certifications to eligible patients; altered the number of permits BPH could issue 

for growers, processors and dispensaries while allowing for “vertical integration” of those three categories; and authorized 

a pre-registration process for potential medical cannabis patients to more clearly ascertain the market interest in West 

Virginia for medical cannabis.  
 

The House on Feb. 28 passed a version of the bill increasing the number of growers, processors and dispensaries from 10-

10-30 in the original 2017 legislation to 50-50-165. The Senate scaled those numbers back to 20-20-50. A series of other 

amendments were offered in the Senate and on the House floor in keeping with the Advisory Board’s recommendations. 

One would have allowed BPH to study whether allowing medical cannabis in dry leaf or plant form to be dispensed and 

used by patients would further alleviate the symptoms of serious medical conditions, with the results of such study to be 

reported to the Joint Committee on Government and Finance. Another proposal would have eliminated the requirement 

that a physician or pharmacist be on site at all times when a dispensary is open to patients and caregivers. Other revisions 

sought to flesh out tax implications and other financial provisions of the Medical Cannabis Act, including authorizing the 

State Treasurer to designate a credit union for banking functions.  
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Nursing Consolidation, DHHR Reorganization Bills Die   
Legislation that would terminate the Board of Examiners for Licensed Practical Nurses and the Board of Examiners of 

Registered Professional Nurses to create a new West Virginia Board of Nurses died in the waning days of the regular 

session. The bill, HB 4304, had passed the House on Feb. 20, but was not taken up by the Senate Health Committee.   
 

A bill (HB 4014) that would have reorganized the state Department of Health and Human Resources also stalled once it 

reached the Senate. It had been assigned to the Senate Finance Committee after passing the House on Feb. 27.  
 

The nursing bill would have allowed current board members of each body to be eligible for appointment by the Governor 

to the new board, composed of four RNs, two LPNs, two advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs), a dialysis 

technician, and two citizen members. For the initial appointments, the Governor would have appointed at least five 

members who previously served on either board. After the initial staggered appointments, appointment terms would have 

been for five years.  
 

Under an amendment approved by the House Committee on Health and Human Resources, nursing programs approved by 

the boards prior to Jan. 1, 2018 would have continued to be approved by the state. But as of July 1, the initial approval of 

nursing programs would have been transferred to either the state Department of Education, the Higher Education Policy 

Commission or the Council for Community and Technical Colleges.  
 

The bill also defined the scope of practice for RNs, LPNs and advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) – and the 

latter gave lawmakers and other stakeholders significant heartburn, particularly in the wake of a controversial 2016 bill 

which allowed limited prescriptive authority under certain conditions. After considering multiple options and potential 

amendments, Senate Health ultimately did not take up the bill in committee, killing it for 2018.  
 

The DHHR reorganization bill would have carved out a new Department of Healthcare Facilities and an Office of the 

Inspector General as of July 1. The Department of Healthcare Facilities would have overseen Welch Community Hospital, 

William R. Sharpe Jr. Hospital, Mildred-Mitchell Bateman Hospital, Hopemont Hospital, John Manchin Health Care 

Center, Lakin Hospital, Jackie Withrow Hospital and the West Virginia Children’s Home. DHHR, in a fiscal note, 

estimated the addition of a Cabinet Secretary and support staff for the new department would cost $306,379 annually. 
 

The OIG would have included the Office of Health Facility Licensure, the Medicaid Fraud Unit and the Clearance for 

Access: Registry and Employment Screening Act. DHHR estimated the cost of new staff at $353,132 annually.  
 

Several other notable bills failed to make the final cut: 

 SB 288, terminating the Board of Funeral Service Examiners; 

 SB 400, which would have prohibited licensing boards from hiring lobbyists; 

 SB 450, requiring the collection and analysis of data regarding abortions paid by Medicaid. In lieu of factual 

information, the Legislature instead voted to place a “No Constitutional Right to Abortion” amendment on the 

election ballot in November; 

 SB 472, requiring the Legislature to provide funds to DHHR for local health board employee pay raises; 

 SB 473, requiring insurance coverage of the prescription smoking cessation drug Varenicline, better known as 

Chantix. An amendment in the House Finance Committee gutted the bill’s original intent entirely, and would have 

established a pilot program under the Public Employees Insurance Agency, administered by iSelectMD. The pilot 

program would have allowed telemedicine without an initial face-to-face encounter to establish the physician-

patient relationship. Mark Spangler, executive director of the West Virginia Board of Medicine, said lack of a 

face-to-face encounter would be contrary for State Code. The concept instead has been introduced as a study 

resolution for interim committee consideration later this year;  

 SB 524, increasing the penalties for tobacco-related offenses on public school property; 

 HB 4153, imposing a tiered tax on HMOs in order to draw matching federal Medicaid funds; 

 HB 4154, the Regulatory Reform Act of 2018, which would have required expedited permit review for projects 

deemed by the Development Office to be of “critical economic concern;”  

 HB 4481, which would have mandated inter-board reporting by licensees of medical and nursing boards; and, 

 HB 4623, a bill that originated in the House Committee on Prevention and Treatment of Substance Abuse, which 

would have established a process for pregnant and postpartum individuals to receive substance abuse treatment.  
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Education Permit Bill Passed Unanimously   
A bill that allows the West Virginia Board of Medicine to establish an education permit for allopathic physician residents 

and fellows, like that already in place for the WV Board of Osteopathic Medicine and in 56 other licensing board 

jurisdictions nationwide, passed both the House and Senate unanimously en route to the Governor’s desk.  
 

The bill (HB 4027) is the result of a request by Charleston Area Medical Center. CAMC, and medical schools such as the 

Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine at Marshall University, use electronic health record (EHR) systems which are unable 

to accommodate requirements of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services regarding medical record 

documentation and billing. Establishing permits for allopathic residents and fellows resolves the CMS issue.  
 

Post-graduate training programs for allopathic and osteopathic residents are merging and will have a single accreditation 

process, as agreed upon by the American Osteopathic Association and by the Accreditation Council of Graduate Medical 

Education by 2020.  
 

Permits, which cost $100, would be renewable for each year the resident is enrolled in GME or fellowship training. The 

legislation would require all residents to hold permits by July 2019. However, the bill does provide for emergency rule-

making so that permits could be issued prior to that date to help the affected hospitals and medical schools.  
 

In a fiscal note attached to the bill, the Board of Medicine reported it does not anticipate any significant impact on 

revenue. Balanced with associated administrative expenses, the permits are essentially cost-neutral. The proposed $100 

resident fee is identical to the current resident fee for osteopaths.  

 

Health Care Provider Tax Extended 
A bill (SB 441) that extends the directed payment program tax on 26 eligible acute care hospitals for three years is on its 

way to Gov. Jim Justice. In the past, the program has been extended annually.  
 

The tax on gross receipts, at a rate of 0.75%, is used to draw matching federal funds for hospitals according to their 

treatment of Medicaid patients. It was supported by the West Virginia Hospital Association. 

   

Prior Authorization Bill Goes to the Governor 
The Legislature last week completed its work on SB 442, which refines the process by which health providers can seek 

prior authorization for medical care. The bill awaits the Governor’s signature.  
 

The Public Employees Insurance Agency, managed care organizations and private commercial insurers must develop 

prior authorization forms prior to Oct. 1, make them easily identifiable and accessible on their websites, provide 

instruction for submitting clinical documentation, and provide an electronic confirmation receipt of the prior authorization 

request.  
 

If submitted electronically, insurers must respond within 48 hours for an urgent care request, or within seven days for 

other requests. If the information submitted is incomplete, the health care practitioner must supply additional requested 

information within 72 hours or the prior authorization request is deemed denied and a new request must be submitted. 

Insurers must be able to accept electronic prior authorization requests and respond electronically by July 1, 2019.  
 

The state Department of Health and Human Resources projected no additional state cost in fiscal 2019 as a result of the 

bill. MCOs estimated a financial impact of $2 million ($500,000 each) to implement the requirements of SB 442, which 

may be factored into the fiscal 2020 rate setting process. The Public Employees Insurance Agency’s third-party 

administrator estimated the bill’s financial impact at $200,000 annually.  
 

As introduced, the bill would have required insurance companies to establish universal forms and deadlines for prior 

authorizations, as coordinated by a gubernatorial appointee. The introduced version of the bill would have required 

insurers to follow Milliman standards to evaluate a prior authorization request. That provision was amended to allow 

insurers to use national practice guidelines to evaluate requests.   
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West Virginia Legislature 

Health Care Bill Status as of 3/11/18 

To find a particular bill, look below for the bill number under a general health category.  A description of the bill is provided along 

with the bill's lead sponsor, additional information about the bill, committee references and other legislative action. Please note 

that bill numbers are web links to the bill text.   

 

APPROPRIATIONS & BUDGET 

SB 152 Carmichael+ Budget Bill SFY 2019 Bill proposed by the Governor. Of note: More than 20% of all state expenditures are 

 allocated for Health and Human Resources Completed legislative action.  

 

SB 379 Carmichael+ Supplemental appropriation of $9.9 million from Excess Lottery Revenue Fund to DHHR Governor’s bill. 

 Completed legislative action, approved by Governor 2/27, effective from passage.   

 

SB 382 Carmichael+ Supplemental appropriation of $4.3 million from Lottery Net Profits to Bureau of Senior Services, Lottery 

 Senior Citizens Fund Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 2/27, effective from passage. 

 

SB 384 Carmichael+ Adjusting appropriations from State Fund, General Revenue to DHHR Governor’s bill. Completed 

 legislative action, approved by the Governor 2/27, effective from passage. 

 

SB 385 Carmichael+ Adjusting appropriations out of Treasury to DHHR and MAPS Governor’s bill. Completed legislative 

 action.  

 

SB 388 Carmichael+ Adjusting appropriations from Treasury to DHHR and DOA Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action, 

 approved by the Governor 2/27, effective from passage.  

 

SB 633 Blair+ Supplemental appropriation of $1,620,000 from State Fund, General Revenue This bill provides $1,120,000 to the 

 Behavioral Health Program and $500,000 to the Office of Drug Control Policy. Completed legislative action.  

 

SB 634 Blair+ Supplemental appropriation from State Fund, General Revenue This bill provides $10 million to Medical Services 

 and $10 million to the Office of Drug Control Policy. Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4376 Armstead+ Supplemental appropriation from DHHR funds to the Medical Cannabis Program Fund Governor’s bill. 

 Completed legislative action.     

 

HB 4385 Armstead+ Supplemental appropriation of federal funds from Treasury to DHHR Division of Human Services 

 Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/9, effective from passage.  

 

HB 4386 Armstead+ Supplemental appropriation of federal funds from Treasury to DHHR Division of Health for Community 

 Mental Health Services Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 3/2, effective from passage.  

 

BOARD LICENSURE AND REGULATION 

SB 313 Gaunch+ Waives initial occupational licensing fees for low-income, military and young workers Completed legislative 

 action. 

 

SB 411 Takubo+ Removes BPH commissioner from Board of Sanitarians Completed legislative action. 

 

SB 499 Maroney+ Reduces postgraduate training for foreign medical graduates from 3 years to 2 Completed legislative action. 

 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=152&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=379&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=382&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=384&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=385&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=388&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=633&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=634&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4376&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4385&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4386&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=313&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=411&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=499&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
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SB 522 Maynard Requires agencies to notify licensees of rules changes that increase fees Completed legislative action.  

 

HB 4023 Summers+ Updates regulation of dialysis technicians Completed legislative action.  

 

HB 4025 Ellington+ Permits reciprocity in Board of Pharmacy licensure of pharmacy technicians Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4027 Ellington+ Creates education permit for allopathic physician residents Completed legislative action.  

 

HB 4175 Sobonya+ Eliminates requirement that APRNs participate in a collaborative relationship to obtain payment 

 Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4473 Sobonya+ Distinguishes advertising vs. educational materials for government officials, offices Completed legislative 

 action.  

 

HOSPITALS 

SB 441 Takubo+ Extends directed payment program tax on eligible acute care hospitals for 3 years The West Virginia Hospital 

 Association supports this bill. Completed legislative action. 

 

SB 510 Maynard+ Designates thrombectomy-capable stroke centers Completed legislative action. 

 

INSURANCE & HEALTH COVERAGE 

SB 242 Trump+ Requires health insurers to cover long-term antibiotic therapy for Lyme Disease patients Completed legislative 

 action.  

 

SB 299 Boley+ Mandates insurance coverage, up to age 20, for amino acid-based formula This bill originated in Finance 

 Committee. Completed legislative action. 

 

SB 401 Weld+ Requires insurers to cover inpatient, outpatient treatment for substance use disorders Completed legislative 

 action.  

 

SB 406 Ferns+ Clarifies that ground EMS transport qualifies for Medicare and Medicaid payment Completed legislative action. 

 

SB 442 Takubo+ Allows electronic transmission of prior authorization forms Completed legislative action.  

 

HB 4392 Ellington+ Removes restrictions on Medicaid subrogation Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4400 Westfall+ Allows WV Physicians Mutual Insurance Co. to write policies outside WV Completed legislative action.  

 

MEDICAL LIABILITY 

SB 576 Gaunch+ Extends Patient Injury Compensation Fund, reduces fee on liability actions Completed legislative action. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SB 36 Woelfel+ Allows law enforcement to obtain DNA samples from arrestees Completed legislative action.  

 

SB 575 Takubo+ Provides 24 additional beds in intermediate care facilities Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 3104 Arvon+ Transfers WV Traumatic Brain & Spinal Cord Injury Rehab Fund to DHHR Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4001 Fast+ Establishes eligibility guidelines for SNAP, TANF Completed legislative action.  

 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=522&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4023&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4025&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4027&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4175&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4473&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=441&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=510&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=242&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=299&year=2018&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=401&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=406&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=442&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4392&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4400&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=576&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=36&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=575&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=3104&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4001&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
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HB 4332 Rohrbach+ Permits sale or distribution of dialysate, drugs or devices for home peritoneal renal dialysis for patients 

 with end-stage renal disease Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4509 Pushkin+ Requires peer-based services for substance abuse treatment facilities Completed legislative action. 

 

NURSING HOMES, LONG-TERM CARE & SENIORS 

SB 408 Takubo+ Streamlines survey reports and plans of correction for nursing homes and assisted living facilities Completed 

legislative action. 

 

HB 4035 Summers+ Creates legislative coalition on palliative care Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4199 Ellington+ Allows trained nursing home employees to administer medications Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4279 Rowan+ Prevents financial exploitation of nursing home residents Completed legislative action.  
 

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS & DRUG USE/ABUSE/DIVERSION 

SB 46 Cline+ Allows pharmacists to inform customers of lower-cost drugs Completed legislative action. 

 

SB 272 Carmichael+ Requires ERs, law enforcement and providers to report overdoses to the Office of Drug Control Policy 

 Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action.  

 

SB 273 Carmichael+ The Opioid Reduction Act Governor’s bill. Completed legislative action.  

 

SB 469 Weld+ Converts the Addiction Treatment Pilot Program to a permanent program Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4336 Ellington+ Updates the schedule of controlled substances Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4524 Ellington+ Establishes guidelines for substitution of biological pharmaceuticals Completed legislative action. 

 

PROFESSIONALS: HEALTH & MEDICAL 

SB 392 Boso+ Reconfigures membership of EMS Advisory Council Completed legislative action. 

 

SB 456 Gaunch+ Establishes a physical therapy licensure compact Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 2916 Pethtel+ Authorizes first responders to carry firearms Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4156 Summers+ Establishes qualifications for nursing school faculty Completed legislative action.  

 

HB 4178 Summers+ Allows portions of certified nurse aide training via distance learning Completed legislative action. 

 

HB 4217 Ellington+ Allows attending physician and hospitals to obtain a patient’s autopsy report Completed legislative action.  

 

RESOLUTIONS FOR LEGISLATIVE INTERIM STUDY 

The following resolutions may be considered by the Joint Committee on Government and Finance or other committees  

during April or May meeting for assignment to various legislative interim study committees: 
SCR 20 –   Medicaid reimbursement rates for ground and air ambulance services 

SCR 24 –   Efficiency of organizations within DHHR  

HCR 56 –   PEIA and alternative methods to control health care costs  

HCR 84 –   Medicaid reimbursement rates for ground and air ambulance services 

HCR 101 – Governor’s Task Force on PEIA Stability review means and method of including medical facilities 

HCR 104 – State-based occupational pneumoconiosis, or Black Lung, compensation program 

HCR 106 – Licensure, certification and registration forms of occupational and professional regulation   

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4332&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4509&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=408&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4035&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4199&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4279&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=46&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=272&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=SB273%20INTR.htm&yr=2018&sesstype=RS&i=273
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=469&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4336&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4524&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=392&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=456&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=2916&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4156&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4178&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4217&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=20&billtype=cr&houseorig=s&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=24&billtype=cr&houseorig=s&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=56&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=84&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=101&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=104&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=106&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
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HCR 107 – Feasibility of a single building to house all occupational and professional regulatory boards 

HCR 109 – Legislative rules as outcomes-driven rather than process-driven 

HCR 111 – Issues, needs and challenges facing senior citizens in West Virginia 

HCR 113 – Health outcomes of high-sugar diets, and health and economic benefits of a sugar drink tax 

HCR 118 – Fiscal effects of discretionary use of video link between physicians and patients during telemedicine calls regarding 

      non-emergent acute illnesses 
 

RULE MAKING & LEGISLATIVE REVIEW 

State agencies, boards and commissions are often given statutory authority to promulgate rules. These are known as “legislative 

review” during the interim period by the Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee, and if approved, then are introduced for 

legislative consideration in individual rules bills. The rules bills are then assigned to various committees, eventually ending up in the 

Judiciary Committees of the Senate and House of Delegates. There, they are bundled into categories of rules bills.   

SENATE RULES BILLS 

SB 165 Rules Bundle. Authorizes DHHR to promulgate legislative rules. Completed legislative action, approved by the Governor 

2/27, effective from passage. This rules bundle now includes a rule regarding hospital licensure, as well as rules previously contained 

in the following bills: DHHR SB 168 Emergency Medical Services, SB 170 Substance Use Disorder treatment facilities, SB 171 

Collection and exchange of data related to overdoses, and SB 179 Drug screening for applicants for cash assistance; and HEALTH 

CARE AUTHORITY SB 172 Financial disclosure.  
 

HOUSE RULES BILLS 

HB 4079 Rules Bundle. Promulgates administrative rules by various executive or administrative agencies. Completed legislative 

action. This rules bundle now includes the following bills: BOARD OF DIETICIANS HB 4072 Licensure and renewal requirements; 

BOARD OF MEDICINE HB 4069 PA licensure, discipline, CME and HB 4070 CME for MDs and DPMs; BOARD OF 

OPTOMETRY HB 4050 Authorizes promulgation of rules; BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE HB 4068 PA licensure, 

discipline and CME; BOARD OF PHARMACY HB 4067 Licensure and practice of pharmacy, HB 4066 Pharmacist recovery 

networks, HB 4065 Immunizations administered by pharmacists and pharmacy interns, HB 4064 Centralized prescriptions processing, 

HB 4063 Uniform Controlled Substances Act, HB 4062 Registration of pharmacy technicians, and HB 4061 Controlled Substances 

Monitoring Program; and BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGISTS HB 4049 Fees, HB 4048 Licensure of psychologists, and BOARD OF 

PSYCHOLOGISTS HB 4047 Code of conduct; NURSING BOARD HB 4232 Nursing programs, faculty, curriculum.  

 

TAXES, FEES & LOANS 

HB 4347 Moore+ Allows voluntary contribution from state tax refund or DMV fees to State Police Forensic Laboratory Fund 

 Completed legislative action. 

 

PEIA Task Force Named 
Gov. Jim Justice on Friday announced that six additional women will be added to a PEIA Task Force that will research 

and make recommendations for finding a permanent fix to the health care plan for state employees. The Governor had 

announced 23 names the day before, but a backlash soon followed in the Statehouse and on social media because the list 

included only two women. Sen. Bob Beach sent a letter to Justice on Friday requesting the addition of six women, 

including three classroom teachers and three minority members. 
 

Chief of Staff Mike Hall will chair the Task Force, which is scheduled to hold its first meeting for 2 p.m. Tuesday in the 

Governor’s Cabinet Conference Room. Other members include: Marty Becker, chairman of the Board of Directors, QBE 

Insurance Group; Greg Burton, CEO of BrickStreet Insurance; Andy Paterno, CEO of Centurion Insurance Services; Joe 

Letnaunchyn, president & CEO, West Virginia Hospital Association; Rob Alsop, vice president for strategic initiatives, 

West Virginia University; Nelson Spencer, McDowell County Schools superintendent; Perry Bryant, former executive 

director, West Virginians for Affordable Healthcare; Sens. Mitch Carmichael, Robert Plymale and Craig Blair; Delegates 

Eric Nelson, Roger Hanshaw and Mick Bates; Geoff Christian, current member PEIA Board; Christine Campbell, 

president, American Federation of Teachers – WV; Dale Lee, president, WV Education Association; James “Joe” White, 

executive director, WV School Service Personnel Association; Dr. Rahul Gupta, commissioner of the Bureau for Public 

Health and state health officer; Douglas Kirk, Division of Highways; Lt. Michael LaFauci, West Virginia State Police; 

The Honorable Jeffrey Reed, retired Wood County Circuit Court judge; and Judy Hale, retired public educator.  

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=107&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=109&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=111&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=113&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2018&sessiontype=RS&input4=118&billtype=cr&houseorig=h&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=165&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=168&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=170&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=171&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=179&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=172&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4079&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4072&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4069&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4070&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4050&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4068&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4067&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4066&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4065&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4064&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4063&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4062&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4061&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4049&year=2018&sessiontype=RShttp://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=208&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4048&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4047&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=4232&year=2018&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4347&year=2018&sessiontype=RS
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In Other Health Care Highlights …  
… Congratulations to Elie Gharib, M.D., winner of the 2018 Heart of Gold award, and Bob Pepper, winner of the 2018 

Legacy of Life award. Both were recognized March 3 during the American Heart Association’s annual Heart Ball at 

Embassy Suites in Charleston. The Heart of Gold is presented annually, based on career contributions to cardiology and 

cardiac science. Legacy of Life honorees are recognized for their contributions to the organization’s work in West 

Virginia through volunteerism, advocacy and fund raising. …  
 

… In response to concerns raised by Mayor Danny Jones and the city of Charleston, the Kanawha-Charleston Health 

Department is initiating new guidelines for its harm reduction program, particularly the syringe exchange. Beginning with 

the harm reduction clinic scheduled last Thursday, a client must present in-person to receive syringes. Previously, well-

established clients were able to pick up syringes for other clients. Clients also will be required to provide identification 

before obtaining syringes. KCHD is modeling its identification requirements on those included in West Virginia’s voter 

identification statute. These are the first changes made in response to a program review ordered by the Kanawha-

Charleston Board of Health. …  

 

Quotes of Note: 
… “I’m a little bit excited.” 

 Sen. Craig Blair, chair of the Senate Finance Committee, rising Saturday to support passage of SB 152, the Budget Bill.  
 

… “Think of the things we could have done if we got into that $58 million, that’s considered ‘funny money.’ It’s not 

what it should be. It’s not what it could be. We’re still being penny-wise and pound-foolish.” 
 Sen. Ron Stollings, lamenting the lack of funding for tobacco cessation, the CARDIAC program and the Center for End-of-

Life Care in the new fiscal budget. All three save health care costs over time.  
 

… “I don’t think anybody can accurately describe me as a ‘gun nut.’ I suspect my rating by the NRA after this session 

will be F-minus.” 
 Delegate John Shott, chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, deflecting criticism as he argued for passage of SB 244.  

  

… “We can put on a show for the public out there and pretend something is non-partisan. But we all know that it’s 

not.” 
 Sen. Robert Karnes, discussing HB 4002 regarding single-member districts, during a Senate Judiciary Committee meeting. 

 

… “It makes you appreciate the green, green grass of home.”  
 Delegate George Ambler, anticipating the end of an often contentious, always exhausting regular session.  

 

… “Can we have the gentleman moooove the bill?” 
 Unknown delegate in House Finance, as the committee introduced SB 141, to expand county assessment and collection of a 

head tax on breeding cows. 
 

… “Why would a man who coaches a girls basketball team only put two women on a panel that impacts women’s 

health care?” 
 Sen. Bob Beach, regarding the composition of the 23-member PEIA Task Force announced by Gov. Jim Justice, as quoted by 

Phil Kabler of the Charleston Gazette-Mail. Justice later announced that he will add additional women to the panel. 
 

… “Any fee to an attorney is ‘considerable’.” 
 Delegate Vernon Criss, during a House Government Organization Committee discussion last week of SB 322.  

 

 

Our Next Issue 
The next issue of Health Care Highlights will be published on an as-needed basis. With the regular session concluded, 

we await the scheduling of legislative interim meetings and other health-related developments.  
 

We are glad to have you in our subscriber network! Subscription information is available by calling (304) 590-3778 

or by email to awessels@sterlingwv.com. Please respect the publication’s privacy rights as other use of the 

newsletter’s material is protected by copyright and requires written permission from the editor.  

mailto:awessels@sterlingwv.com

